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On the Survival of Some Typical Gupta

Decorative Motifs on the Temples
of Purulia District, Wost Bengal

BY :
D, K, CHAKRAVARTY

Gupta Age was marked by an unprecedented intellectual ferment
and creative activities in all spheres of 1ife and thought includipg :
art and letters, [iterature, architscture and fine arts reachzd a n1gn
l:vzl of excellence to form a standard for later times, Gupta art

prosents a picture of Wall that was graceful,slegant, swest and noble
1 of that 2,

in that culture!, revealing a spirit of buoyancy typical

which also was found reflected on the artisbic crzations of that age.
Gupta Ags also ushered in an age of templs constiuction with subsequent
regional ramifications, Elaboratz ornamsntation of ihe doovr~fromes and
pilizrs in contrast to the plain dssign of the rest of the chrins,
division of the door-jambs into sakhas (vercical bands), dscorated with
patralata (scrolls), phullavalli (rosstics)and othzr motifs and the
introduction of other decorative clzments lilks the playiul ganas or
pramathas (dwarfs), mithunas (amorus couplss) dvarapalis or pratiha=i
(attending door-keepers) and a dvaralalatu-bimba (a figure—relief in
the middle of the lintel weprasenting a sizuificant aspzct or associats
of the enshrined deity) besides the figures of Ganga and Yamuna standing
on their respactive vahanas are tha sssential adjuncus of ths templs
architecturs during the time of the Guptas, In the works of Kalidasa,
wio 1t is generally bslieved 6 havé 1ivad Curing “he hsyday of the
Gupta pzriod (c. 4th to 5th century A,D,), soms of these dacorativs
Igotiffs‘ have besn describad in detail which ©ind striking corroborations
irom Ttns extant architzctural specimens of thia period,

: In a remote corner of th: distriet of Purulie in the village of
Krosajuri (Kashipur P.S,) the info-mation about th= existones of ths
ruins of a Siva Temple (éiddhesva:_ﬂa Siva) and othr ancient remains was
first brought to the notics of the Directarats of Archazology T..Jes't )
B:ez_lgal in the year 1964 by the District Authoritics of .Durul.ﬂ'c:. The
51ts was subsequently explorzd by Sri P,C.Das Gupta Dii--scto: E)f‘ o
Archaeology, waich brought to light onz of ths most’clabnna-;;;ly_cawv-.d
stonz temples in ths district of Purulia and which on st;i_is%ic rL bdﬂ
may' bs considerad to b= the earlicst of the existing temples in %Hc?un N
district, It is astonishing %5 Hot. That No account of thi:t.am ;lS
appzars in ths old arcnasological SUrvy Tsports givan b B“—‘o'i‘E h~.
Block and since then no other renasologist has $~ ca -«Zd g q:r-?i 3
this site until it was explo=ad as scaved above. = O AR
cuel apove,
The 1 iddhesvara Siva whi ;
dated Cond;?ingjehgz‘ fldffbst a_ ?:Lva }:.TD.:LCEJ Was standing in g dilapi-
Sinee been rinovatzt by the local villagers undaey

O _[u

LY, - o, - ) . N - . ]

b;}”. anf"luslast,lc leadership of St Homas 11 Senapati, the Headmas:

e e h P + T an o N b ] = 50T

of whe local school. In ths reconsvructd ahrine the larpe ling o
D - &% ga of

Siddhesvara Siva.(Height 3! with wo
FATELS Wl ah arghyapatita 3! 4 : .
o g gryapatta 3t 4in dlameter) 35

now f‘;g(_j _uo1 be.,l{ls'ta"“lad'_ ~0% oviginal templ: was parhiaps crected
an artiticial platform (jagoti o= upana) access to whiel 5 rus d on
v 110

L ae . L1314 o +
Ob;mnvd by a broad flight cof stips recontly reconstructed with brs
and sand-cament plastsr, A fry couns. 5 of th2 mouldin o the b
I mgs of the pabhaga

ortion of thz templs ig P =
P ' Ple 1s now diseernibl:, Sasicelly it is triratha 4
] TAr: ha in
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plan with the usual complex indentations of base mouldings. The superstruc—
turs above perhaps representing the sikhara portion of ths rakhadeul has
since collapsed and in its placs an odd looldng domes —shaped cupola with the
ayudha of ths deity (Trisula) fixed over it is now adorning ths shrins. The
mutilated rampart lions carved out f-om bluish chlorits, some of which wers
found lying within the temple enclosurs and soms sincz refixed on the
recantly renovatbed construction, werse psihaps fixed singly on the rahapagas
of the gandi portion .of ths Sikhara, As crowning zlzmsnts (mastaka) thars
ame amalakas, the mutilated fragmants of which wers found strewn here and
theve and some of these have sincs baon rafized on the edgss of the steps
as decorative embz1lishmants, The garbhagiha is squars internally(7'-4"
squars).

- ra

st t_mtmal Ahizata ar Ghs archibectural pieces now
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:?d }:‘13 ancdant siddhzswar 4 empl: of Kroshjuri
o e bsauti ful door-fiunes and oth:r stons
" vy door-frume figuros is ~eminiscent of
"9 Slaimbing figusss are a motif- I have not szan

10 cuaevy

- ngs f ) 2l
~wmaing of th?m_'lgtn?l parts of Bengal, The mouldin:s of what

s eviden-s Sar]_i? *Tdmple ars also very intreic .2 and attractivs,
that 97 Uhan 1086 of Deoli and Pakbirra, i% is possible

that thy :
S‘tructulj:: isiﬁa”oldes'b '.I'Gmple‘ in Purulia Disuzict of which the
imporiancs fg- *fmﬁns G (At @10, Iy de Comtadaly of gevel
largs Linga 14 uxJ‘;, {igtory ofr ,Temple - inclnding in Bangal. Tae+
for appr-oiaty S- .l_'oﬁw.msua.l. Tha }o?‘al paopls a2 o Eong;:atglaued
attemiytato ““_i_"r:b m:flmportax}c: or thess remains Jnd forr th=ir
is good 4 Rrasqrve Liom, }Jhlch daszrves all pessibls support, It
S “lat 1n repairing ths Templ:, they have tdken care not to
disturh the aneiont portions,
I am a}se most grateful for the h-lp and hospitality given

to m:, whaich enabled ms to tak: plaotngraphs and prepara
most convanicnjly,

t
[

‘g
]T‘U
5

3 /- David Macutechion
Readzz in Comparative Literature R4-1-1968
Jad zvour Univarsity
Calcutta-32,

I havs bagome oxtremaly dalichi.d bo visit the ruins of
Kroshjwri, egpscially the temple ol Shiva and the associated Shrine
in the gsnsrous company of ©h3 Block Dsvalopment Officer, Kashipur
and Superintsndent Sri D,K,Chakravorty and othsr membars of uhe
archazological and local stfd
The stons sculpturss and the ruins of Kroshjuri are really of
oubtstanding importanc: and th:y throw an important light on the
mzdiasval art of Bengal and Zastern India,

Tha enthusiasm cind sacrifice of Shri Nemai Iall 3Ssnapati and
Sihri Meahadeov Deogharia towards the conserva-—

his suppoit:rs including
tiong of thess anci:nt trsasuwros of art and archasology ars indad
praisaworihy, It appears to b3 our obligation to endsavour to protzct
thess relics in the basfiiting menner waich can bring out the gsnuina
the carved stons fragments and ths
Pan:zls fascinatvs Tourists %o tha

~

delighis of lzamad visiicrs, Lot
othor stons imegzs and Dicorative
forgotisn treasurss of hisitsry and art,
%/~ P,C,Dasgupta
28-12-64
Director of A~chasology
Govi, of Wasst Bengal
33, Ghitvaranjan Avznue,lst Floor,
Caleutta-12,
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